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•  Cabinet Secretary for Education, Professor. George 

Magoha 

•  Principal Secretary, State Department for University 

Education, Ambassador Simon Nabukwesi 

• Chairperson of Council Mr. Patrick Abelle 

• Council Members 

• The Acting Vice-Chancellor- Machakos University- Prof.Peter 

Mwita 

• University Management 

• University Senate represented by the Deans of Schools  

• Staff of Machakos University 

• Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.  

Good afternoon, 

1. It's wonderful to be here again having been appointed to serve 

Machakos University as Chancellor for the second term for a 

period of five (5) years. I am very grateful to H.E. the President of 

the Republic of Kenya, Hon. Uhuru Muigai Kenyatta for this 

appointment. It is indeed a great honour. 
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I am equally grateful to the University Council, Senate and 

management team, under the able stewardship of the Vice 

Chancellor, for the various initiatives that we have accomplished 

as an institution. 

2. Despite numerous challenges that characterized the better part of 

the past five years, I am proud that we managed to roll out 

programmes such as the Chancellor’s Scholarship Fund. The 

program targets to support continuing needy students in the fields 

of Science & Technology with excellent academic record, that is, 

an average of grade A in the preceding academic year. The Fund 

has raised over Kes 5 million and benefited 64 students so far from 

the School of Engineering and Technology, and the School of Pure 

and Applies Sciences. 43 of the beneficiaries have since graduated 

and I believe they now have access to opportunities that they would 

have otherwise missed out. I look forward to the growth and 

sustainability of the Chancellor’s Scholarship program in tandem 

with the growth aspirations of this great University.  

3. When I was appointed the first Chancellor of this University, there 

were about 7,500 students enrolled and it is exciting to note that 
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this number has grown by almost 50% with the university 

churning out over 1,500 graduands at the recent graduation 

ceremony. Machakos University is gradually taking its rightful 

place and making its contribution to the economy by offering the 

requisite skilled labour.  

4. My first term in office was characterized by many challenges that 

slowed our progress. We had the COVID 19 pandemic which 

slowed down the economy and affected various sectors including 

the operations of the University. I would like to congratulate the 

management team for promptly putting adequate measures in 

place to mitigate the adverse impact of the pandemic on learning 

programs. I am informed that the University operationalized the 

Centre for Open and Distance Learning to facilitate continuity of 

our programmes and the University has since adopted a blended 

teaching approach (a mix of both physical and virtual learning). 

As an institution whose niche is Engineering and ICT, this is the 

right direction towards Soaring Heights in Transforming Industry 

and Economy, as is our mantra.  
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5. I am impressed by the strides that this institution has made under 

the current Strategic Plan 2020 – 2024. The Luban Workshop has 

been developed in partnership with the One-Belt-One-Road 

initiative of the Chinese Government. Several other collaborative 

efforts are underway and the successful implementation of these 

will raise the profile of Machakos University as an Engineering and 

ICT Hub that it aspires to be. 

6. As I commence my second term, I urge us to reflect on our 

achievements, learn from the past and work collectively towards 

taking Machakos University to the next level. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

7. In the next five (5) years of my second term, I look forward to 

forging stronger partnerships with relevant stakeholders that will 

work with us towards growing this institution and developing its 

stature as a leading institution of higher learning in this region.  

8. We shall continue harnessing the Chancellor's Scholarship Fund to 

provide more opportunities for bright but needy students who 

wish to pursue their dreams and acquire relevant skills for a better 

future.  
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9. As we witness the exponential growth in student enrolment at this 

University, the need to expand the capacity of learning 

infrastructure at the institution cannot be overemphasized. In this 

regard, the development of a modern Tuition and Office Block with 

the capacity to accommodate up to 4,200 students is on course. 

This is a government funded project and I am very grateful to Prof. 

George Magoha who has greatly supported as through the 

Ministry of Education, with 43% of the project cost disbursed to 

date. We look forward to your continued support as we gear up 

towards the completion of this project in the coming months. 

10. There is also an opportunity for the University to engage relevant 

stakeholders, including forming partnerships with the private 

sector in developing student hostels. I am aware that the current 

Hostels only accommodate a maximum of five hundred (500 

number) students against the current population of 11,000 

students. This remains a challenge that the University continues to 

grapple with and we shall explore suitable solutions for convenient 

accommodation for a better learning environment.  
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11. Building an internationally recognized University brand remains a 

key objective for us as well. I look forward to positive engagements 

and collaboration with other learning institutions, research centres 

and government agencies to project the Machakos University 

brand both locally and regionally. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

12. As I close, I wish to thank the leadership team for their immense 

support in delivering my mandate during my first term as 

Chancellor of Machakos University; 

 I would like to recognize the service of our former Council 

Chairman, the late Dr. Jamleck Mutugi (may he Rest in Peace). 

 To the current Council Chairman, Mr. Patrick Abelle thank 

you for your support and I look forward to continuing 

working with you. 

 I am also very grateful to the Vice Chancellors that I have 

worked with quite closely – Prof. Francis Mathooko and Prof. 

Lucy Irungu. 
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 To our Ag. Vice Chancellor, Prof Peter Mwita, thank you for 

the wonderful work you are doing and for organizing today’s 

occasion. 

13. I call upon for the concerted effort from all of us towards making 

Machakos University a centre of excellence. My Council and I will 

continue to support the University Management and Senate in 

realisation of their core mandate within the University’s Vision of 

providing scholarly education through Training, Research and 

Innovation for Industrial and Socio-economic Transformation of 

our communities.   

Finally, as your Chancellor, I reaffirm my commitment to ensuring that 

this great University scales to greater heights.  

With those remarks I thank you and God Bless You. 

Asanteni. 

 


