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Machakos University has marked a significant

milestone with the groundbreaking of the KSh 120

million Smart TVET Centre, a transformative

project funded by the M-PESA Foundation. The

initiative reinforces the University's commitment to

advancing competency-based technical and

vocational education through strategic partnerships.

The groundbreaking ceremony brought together the

University Council, Management Board, staff,

students, representatives from Safaricom PLC, the

Ministry of Education, and other stakeholders. The

state-of-the-art facility will feature modern

laboratories, workshops, and specialized equipment

to equip learners with industry-relevant skills while

promoting innovation, entrepreneurship, and

research.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Joyce J. Agalo described the

Centre as a transformative investment that will

strengthen the University's TVET legacy and

enhance graduate employability. The Chairperson of

the University Council, Dr. Peter Maangi Mitiambo,

and Mr. Jackson Mutua, General Manager – Coast

and Eastern Region, Safaricom PLC, reaffirmed the

importance of the partnership in expanding access to

quality technical education and empowering young

people with future-ready skills.

The Smart TVET Centre reflects Machakos

University's continued commitment to excellence,

innovation, and producing graduates equipped to

drive sustainable development.

Machakos University Breaks Ground for
Smart TVET Centre

Machakos University Marks Major Milestone with Groundbreaking of Smart
TVET Centre in Partnership with the M-PESA Foundation.

Celebrations at the groundbreaking ceremony

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Joyce Agalo pours the concrete mixture into the mixer during the launch of the
construction works, accompanied by Chair of Council Dr. Peter Maangi Mitiambo (left, with the wheelbarrow)

and Safaricom PLC General Manager for the Coast and Eastern Region, Jackson Mutua.



Machakos University Strengthens Academic
Excellence Through TVET Mentorship

Machakos University continues to promoteMachakos University continues to promote
academic excellence through mentorship initiativesacademic excellence through mentorship initiatives
that equip TVET students with essential studythat equip TVET students with essential study
skills, personal development strategies, andskills, personal development strategies, and
practical guidance for academic and professionalpractical guidance for academic and professional
success. The mentorship programme reflects thesuccess. The mentorship programme reflects the
University's commitment to nurturing well-University's commitment to nurturing well-
rounded graduates who are prepared to excel bothrounded graduates who are prepared to excel both
academically and in the workplace.academically and in the workplace.

Speaking on behalf of the Director of TVET, Mr.Speaking on behalf of the Director of TVET, Mr.
Nicholas Muunda, Mr. Daniel Musuu encouragedNicholas Muunda, Mr. Daniel Musuu encouraged
students to embrace discipline, punctuality, regularstudents to embrace discipline, punctuality, regular
class attendance, and a positive attitude as theclass attendance, and a positive attitude as the
foundation of academic success. He alsofoundation of academic success. He also
highlighted the University's work-studyhighlighted the University's work-study
programme, noting its role in providing studentsprogramme, noting its role in providing students
with valuable practical experience whilewith valuable practical experience while
complementing classroom learning and enhancingcomplementing classroom learning and enhancing
employability. Students were further encouraged toemployability. Students were further encouraged to
develop effective study habits, manage their timedevelop effective study habits, manage their time
wisely, seek academic support whenever necessary,wisely, seek academic support whenever necessary,
and actively participate in collaborative learning toand actively participate in collaborative learning to
maximize their potential.maximize their potential.

Machakos University continues to promote
academic excellence through mentorship initiatives
that equip TVET students with essential study
skills, personal development strategies, and
practical guidance for academic and professional
success. The mentorship programme reflects the
University's commitment to nurturing well-
rounded graduates who are prepared to excel both
academically and in the workplace.

Speaking on behalf of the Director of TVET, Mr.
Nicholas Muunda, Mr. Daniel Musuu encouraged
students to embrace discipline, punctuality, regular
class attendance, and a positive attitude as the
foundation of academic success. He also
highlighted the University's work-study
programme, noting its role in providing students
with valuable practical experience while
complementing classroom learning and enhancing
employability. Students were further encouraged to
develop effective study habits, manage their time
wisely, seek academic support whenever necessary,
and actively participate in collaborative learning to
maximize their potential.

The mentorship session also underscored theThe mentorship session also underscored the
importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle,importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle,
personal integrity, and resilience as essentialpersonal integrity, and resilience as essential
components of academic achievement. Studentscomponents of academic achievement. Students
were challenged to remain focused on theirwere challenged to remain focused on their
educational goals, cultivate a culture ofeducational goals, cultivate a culture of
continuous learning, and uphold the values ofcontinuous learning, and uphold the values of
discipline, professionalism, and lifelong learningdiscipline, professionalism, and lifelong learning
as they prepare to become competent graduatesas they prepare to become competent graduates
and responsible contributors to society.and responsible contributors to society.

The mentorship session also underscored the
importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle,
personal integrity, and resilience as essential
components of academic achievement. Students
were challenged to remain focused on their
educational goals, cultivate a culture of
continuous learning, and uphold the values of
discipline, professionalism, and lifelong learning
as they prepare to become competent graduates
and responsible contributors to society.

 TVET students during the mentorship programme



From Machakos University to Empowering
Youth.

Reflecting on my time at Machakos University (2020–2024), where I pursued a Bachelor of Arts (General)
specializing in History and Kiswahili, fills me with immense pride. This journey was both academically
enriching and personally transformative, shaped by rigorous classroom learning alongside active
participation in co-curricular and leadership activities. A cornerstone of my experience was serving as an
active member of the Machakos University Rover Crew under the Kenya Scouts Association Movement.
Through this platform, I engaged in leadership development, environmental conservation, community
service, and mentorship programmes, all of which were instrumental in building my discipline, leadership
capacity, and commitment to service. Additionally, my involvement with the Machakos University Choir
further sharpened my teamwork, communication, and interpersonal skills while allowing me to contribute
meaningfully to various university events.

Currently, I am based in Machakos and work with Brighter Monday Kenya on a contractual basis,
facilitating training programmes on employability, soft skills, entrepreneurship, and CV writing for youth
across Nairobi, Machakos, Makueni, and Kajiado counties. Furthermore, as a Brighter Monday CV
Writing Ambassador in Machakos County, I am dedicated to supporting young people in improving their
career readiness and access to employment opportunities. My commitment to continuous learning and
community impact extends to my volunteer work with the International Humanity Foundation (IHF) as
part of their Social Media Team, where I contribute to content planning and coordination. Alongside these
roles, I am actively pursuing further studies in Leadership at the School of Hope. I am grateful for the solid
foundation provided by Machakos University, which continues to drive my passion for leadership
development and service.

Kevin Maina, MksU Alumnus
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